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Mr. Bush, Mr. Powell, how many Middle East policies
does the United States have?
Guillermo Marín Gorbea
Contradiction, changeability, and isolation have marked US policy on the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict during the first two years of George W. Bush’s presidency. After an initial
period when consensus reigned in Washington over the need to get out of the Middle
East conflict, in the first half of 2002 three debates arose that have divided the US government.
But to understand the turns the current UN administration’s policy toward the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict has taken, it is not enough to consider its internal divisions. It is also
necessary to keep in mind the role played by a novice president in his process of learning
the ropes in Washington and the Middle East. These first two years hold the keys to what
the attitude of the superpower toward the Middle East conflict will be in what remains
of Bush’s presidential term.
Humanitarian interventions and public opinion: 
from demands to disillusion
Rafael Ajangiz
Since the end of the Cold War, foreign and defence policies of the NATO member
states have been focussed on missions intervening in third countries, a circumstance that
has led to far-reaching reforms in military structures and a new discourse of legitimacy.
Public opinion has played a decisive role in the push toward humanitarian and peace-
making interventions and, has backed a new line of action. The scant resolution and
effectiveness shown by the governments in these missions and their interest in carrying
out others most motivated by interests of state, however, have discouraged that might
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have been a way to a real democratization of foreign policy and produces disillusionment.
Evidence is for an end to this cycle and a return to the traditional divorce between governments
and societies in this area.
The doctrine of human security in Canadian foreign policy:
Lloyd Axworthy’s contribution to the study of world policy
Jonathan Ortiz Navarrete
The multitude of changes on the international scene during the 1990’s had a major
impact on thinking in the area of international relations as well as on the foreign policy
decision-making processes of all nation states. One of the most difficult issues to redefine
and to give a meaning appropriate to the international needs of the moment was that
of security. Lloyd Axworthy, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1996 to 2000,
convinced that, with the end of bipolarity, the challenges to security had moved from
the level of states to concerns more closely related to the well-being of individuals,
undertook the task of promoting, as part of his country’s foreign policy, the concept of
human security.
Macedonia: the Ohrid Peace Accord 
and its problematic implementation
Carlos Flores Juberías
Using already existing data on the Macedonian political system and, particularly,
the immediate and less immediate causes of the country’s interethnic conflict, this
study analyzes the political and legal/constitutional solutions by means of which one
has attempted to end the armed conflict that began in spring of 2001 with the uprising
of the so-called UCK in various areas in the Northwest of the country. It provides a
detailed analysis of the content of the peace accord reached by the country’s principal
political forces at Ohrid in August of that year and reviews the process of legislative
and constitutional reforms set out to implement it giving particular attention to
constitutional reforms, the system of local government, and electoral legislation. Finally,
one draws a number of conclusions that permit an assessment of what the armed conflict
and the subsequent peace process have meant for Macedonia’s political system and
peaceful coexistence among ethnic groups. 
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Building peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Challenges,
limits and opportunities in post-war rehabilitation
Raül Romeva i Rueda
This article deals with the way in which international society, through its institutions,
has managed the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina from its pre-war phase to the current
post-war phase. The article brings out two main ideas. The first is that international
behaviour in the pre-war and war phases was often based on erroneous or even false
analyses of the situation leaving major obstacles for the construction of peace since the
war. The second idea, related to the first, is that, while the implementation of the 1995
Dayton Accords is rapidly advancing, the fact that Bosnia is still a fragile state, burdened
by a serious economic crisis and significant corruption and possessed of only weak public
institutions and a weak civil society, makes it strongly dependent on international aid, a
de-facto protectorate rather than a state based on the rule of law. It appears, then, that
the implementation of the Dayton Peace Accords will be a necessary, but not a sufficient,
condition for post-war rehabilitation and the construction of peace in Bosnia.
Lula’s victory: Brazil’s dilemmas and challenges
Bruno Ayllón
The victory of Workers’ Party candidate, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, in October 27, 2002
presidential elections has made Brazil the focus of Latin American and world attention. The
impact of Lula’s triumph on regional, hemispheric and interregional relations will need to be
assessed in the coming months in terms of the new political courses taken, assuming that the
president-elect can put together a majority in the National Congress and gain the confidence
of the markets and the international community. How will Lula and his administration handle
these dilemmas, challenges and opportunities internally and externally? 
Interregionalism and global governance: 
Notes on the EU-Mercosur axis
Amalia Stuhldreher
Beginning with a review of the debate on globalization, this article presents one of
the theoretical responses to the new global challenges, namely, the focus on “global governance”
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stressing the role of the national states in the still incipient global architecture. The analysis
then proceeds to examine the concomitant role of regionalism and its by-product,
interregionalism. This case study examines the development of interregional cooperation
between the EU and Mercosur since the early 90’s from a functional point of view. By
way of a conclusion, there is a discussion of the contributions of the interregional scheme
to the demands of global governance in contemporary international politics.
Technoscience and development: 
An anthropological critique of processes of technology
transfer to the Third World
Joan Picas Contreras
Policies aimed at the development of the so-called Third World generally make
technology transfer aimed at speeding up progress one of their priorities. Technology
transfers by agents of development involve their introduction in a context different from
the original one. The attempt to transform traditional societies based on the imperatives
of a techno-scientific rationality created in the West and the imposition of our cultural
model generates numerous contradictions. At very least, they ignore the competencies
and knowledge of the target populations or relegate them to a subordinate position. The
article raises the problems of technological transfer in the context of development policies.
Based on the assumption that techo-science, nature and society are not isolated from one
another, but interact to create a complex socio-technical web, it questions the most deeply
rooted constructs of the techno-scientific discourse and suggests socio-technical alternatives.
Development and capabilities: 
application to microcredit of a gender perspective
Emma Rué Cabré
Since the 1980’s, we have seen growth in the popularity of microfinancing programs
as a component of production projects and support projects for microenterprises in developing
countries, because of their potential in the struggle against poverty and in favour of the
empowerment of the most disadvantaged groups in the society, particularly women. On
the basis of the capabilities theory of Amartya K. Sen and Martha C. Nussbaum, the article
sets out to determine to what extent the microcredit can give rise to a process of transformation
in the institutions that limit the economic, social and political opportunities of women
and restrict their capability for realization. The analysis of the functioning of the market
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and interfamily relations from a gender perspective allows us to specify some of the positive
effects of microcredits. At the same time, the analysis also brings out structural and organizational
factors that may limit their impact, and looks at the challenges that organizations that
manage this type of program have to meet in terms of design and assessment in order to
guarantee that microfinancing promotes an institutional transformation that allows for a
broadening of women’s capabilities.
Neoliberalism’s legacy in Southern Africa: 
the economic and social impact of adjustment
Eduardo Bidaurrazaga Aurre
This article seeks to provide a better understanding of the problems involved in the
processes of economic liberalization undertaken in Africa, specifically in the various economies
of Southern Africa, over the last two decades through the application of structural adjustment
programs. An examination of the results, particularly the consequences for the most
disadvantaged sectors of these societies in terms of social vulnerability and marginalization,
makes clear that criticism of the liberalizing model, analysis of the most recently implemented
initiatives, and proposals for alternatives that favour the meeting of basic needs among
the population, are essential. 
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